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Commercial  and  industrial  conditions  in  Canada,  which  at  tho 
close  of  1013  exhibited  to  a  marked  degree  the  ell'ects  of  the  general 
financial  and  business^depression  that  set  in  earlier  in  that  year,  Avere 
not  improved  during  the  first  part  of  1914,  and  nearly  all  lines  of 
commercial  and  industrial  activity  showed  a  distinct  decline.  Tho 
year  opened  with  a  noticeable  dullness  in  manufacturing,  while 
spring  building  operations,  jjarticularly  in  the  Avest,  showed  a 
marked  falling  off  from  those  of  the  previous  year.  JMining  opera- 
tions in  the  various  coal  fields  of  the  country  were  not  active,  and 
metal  mining  in  British  Columbia  shared  in  the  general  quiet, 
though  in  the  Cobalt  and  Porcupine  districts  in  Ontario  the  situa- 
tion was  about  normal.  Eaihvay  construction  on  some  of  the  large 
lines  Avas  practically  completed,  and  in  this,  as  Avell  as  in  other  lines 
of  transport,  the  activity  noticeable  in  previous  jx'ars  Avas  not  main- 
tained. 
Large  Nuniljers  Unemployed — Effect  of  Drought  on  Crops. 

As  a  residt  of  the  inactivity  in  practically  all  lines  of  industry, 
large  numbers  of  Avorkingmen  in  many  parts  of  Canada  Avere  throAvn 
out  of  employment  to  such  an  extent  that  in  the  larger  centers  toAvard 
midsummer  the  question  of  unemployment  became  a  difficult  prob- 
lem. This  condition  was  in  evidence  in  parts  of  eastern  Canada, 
though  not  in  such  an  acute  form  as  in  those  newer  parts  of  the 
country  Avhere  a  too  great  optimism  in  regard  to  the  possibilities  of 
the  Avest  had  resulted  in  large  land  and  raihvay  exploitations  on 
borrowed  capital. 

Agricultural  conditions  in  the  spring  of  tho  year  Averc  favorable, 
and,  Avith  good  crops,  there  Avas  a  general  feeling  that  the  hard  times 
Avonld  be  improved.  As  the  summer  advanced,  hoAvever,  dry  Aveather 
in  the  Avest  retarded  the  development  of  the  grain,  and  in  south- 
eastern Alberta  and  sou.tliAyestern  SaskatchcAvan  crops  Avere  almost  a 
total  failure.  The  result  Avas  a  large  falling  off  in  the  total  i)ro- 
ductiA'e  area  of  the  Dominion  and  in  the  total  yield  as  compared  Avith 
the  previous  year. 

Effect  of  War  on  Industries  and  Trade. 

The  situation  was  intensified  at  the  beginning  of  August  by  the 
outbreak  of  the  Avar  in  Europe,  and  trade  and  indu.stry  in  nearly  all 
directions  Avere  adversel}'  afl'ected.  The  closing  doAvn  of  many  large 
manufacturing  establishments  greatly  increased  the  already  large 
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numbers  of  unemployed.  Government  and  municipal  undertakings, 
railway  development,  and  industry  in  all  lines  were  tied  up  owing 
to  the  impossibility  for  a  time  of  getting  funds  to  carry  on  tlie  v.ork. 
The  practical  cessation  for  some  weeks  of  Atlantic  transportation 
and  the  cutting  off  of  sources  of  supply  for  raw  materials  and  of 
markets  for  both  agricultural  and  manufactured  products  and  the 
general  uncertaint}'  and  excitement  in  regard  to  the  war,  coming  at  a 
time  when  the  country  was  already  feeling  the  effects  of  the  general 
depression,  had  a  most  disturbing  effect  on  trade  and  industry 
through  practically  the  whole  Dominion. 

As  the  war  progressed,  however,  and  it  was  evident  that  trade 
routes  were  comparatively  unimpaired,  and  that  measures  had  been 
taken  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  Canada  to  safeguard 
the  financial  and  banking  situation,  a  more  optimiistic  feeling  became 
apparent.  A  number  of  Government  and  municipal  undertakings 
which  had  been  stopped  for  lack  of  funds  were  continued  and  indus- 
trial operations  to  some  extent  improved.  The  demand  for  grain 
and  flour  stimulated  activity  in  transportation  and  in  flour  mills, 
and  as  orders  for  foodstuffs  and  war  material  commenced  to  flow  in 
there  was  a  resumption  of  activity  in  a  number  of  lines.  Pulp  and 
paper  mills,  in  consequence  of  the  war's  interference  with  the  supply 
of  raw  material  and  with  competition  from  countries  engaged  in  or 
affected  by  the  war,  became  active,  though  lumbering  in  general  re- 
mained comparatively  dull.  Textile  factories,  as  well  as  leather  and 
clothing  factories,  and  some  branches  of  metal  and  woodworking 
establisliments,  became  busy  on  war  orders. 

Outside  of  industries  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  war  material 
or  those  advantageously  affected  by  foreign  demand  for  foodstuffs 
trade  and  industry  in  Canada  showed  comparatively  little  improve- 
ment in  the  latter  months  of  1914,  and  the  j^ear  taken  as  a  whole 
showed  a  marked  decline  in  commercial  and  industrial  conditions  as 
compared  w^itli  1913. 

Decreased  Foreign  Trade. 

The  Canadian  foreign  trade  fell  off  considerably  in  1914.  The  total 
imports  for  the  year  Avere  valued  at  $614,183,894,  as  compared  with 
$673,239,579  in  1913,  a  difference  of  $59,055,685.  It  should  be  noted 
that  in  total  imports  are  included  receipts  of  coin  and  bullion,  Avhich 
in  1914  showed  a  large  increase,  due  largely  to  the  establishment  in 
Ottawa  by  the  Bank  of  England  of  a  depository  for  gold  to  be  held 
in  Canada  on  account  of  the  Bank  of  England.  (Further  reference 
to  this  arrangement  is  made  later  in  this  report.)  Tlie  actual 
situation  therefore  in  regard  to  imports  would  be  more  correctly 
represented  bv  the  figures  for  total  merchandise,  without  respect  to 
coin  and  bullion.  The  total  imports  of  merchandise  in  1913  were 
$659,003,871,  and  in  1914,  $481,319,309,  a  decrease  in  the  latter  year 
of  $177,744,562.  The  amount  of  duty  collected  declined  from 
$113,881,578  in  1913  to  $81,771,651  in  1914,  a  difference  of  $32,109,927. 

Exports  also  showed  large  decreases  in  most  items.  There  was  a 
falling  off  in  the  shipments  of  products  of  the  mine  and  fisheries, 
though  figures  for  forest  products  were  practically  the  same  as  for 
the  previous  year.  Exports  of  animal  produce  shoAved  a  lai-ge  in- 
crease in  1914.  Agricultural  products,  however,  showed  a  niarked 
decline  from  the  figures  of  1913.    Manufactures  and  miscellaneous 
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items  showed  gains  in  1014.     The  total  exports  of  merchandise,  not 
inchiding"  coin  and  bullion,  showed  a  decrease  in  1914  of  $32.20?).7ol, 
the  fi.o-ures  for  ltJ13  and  101-1  being  $1(')0,510,21G  and  $128,315,512,  re- 
spect! vel}'. 
Summary  of  Import  and  Export  Trade. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Canadian  trade  for  the  calendar 
year  1911  compared  with  1013  : 


Items. 

1913 

1914 

USIPORT.^  FOR  CONSUMPTION. 

$43S,  530, 1.32 
220,524,739 

$302,. 510, 904 

178,802,345 

(;59, 0,53, 871 
14, 17,'),  70S 

481,319,309 

132,804,585 

073, 233,. 579 

014,183,894 

Duty  colleL't od 

113,881,578 

81,771,651 

EXPOKTS. 

Canadian  proJuce: 

The  mil  ■  c        

59,073,Ki7 
20,237.348 
42,532,073 
51,012,5t.9 

2os,o42.&:;o 

54.010,873 
108, 777 

53,781,132 

18,6.59.901 

41  871  3S3 

(vS,  210,972 

127,122,783 

C9  1.51,924 

491.099 

43e,2!8,0n7 
24,301,179 

379,295,854 

Foroi '11  produce          

49,019,053 

Total  mereliaiidi se       

4f)0.,")19.24(i 
13,894,418 

428,315,512 
19,018,773 

Total  exports 

474,413,064 

447,934,285 

AGGREGATK  TRADE. 

Merchandise 

1.1 19.. 583. 11 7 
28, 070. 12 J 

909,034,821 
152,483,358 

Total .           

l,ld7,C53,243 

1,01)2,118,179 

Increased  Trade  with  United  States. 

A  Canadian  publication,  revie%Ying  the  trade  for  la.st  year,  said  in 
part:  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  while  trade  v.ith  nearly  every 
country  .showed  a  decrease  last  3"ear,  that  v^-ith  the  United  States 
increased.  With  ({reat  Britain  exi:)orts  decreased  by  a  little  over 
$40,000,000,  and  imports  by  a  little\)ver  $41,000,000.  *  As  compared 
with  this  total  decrease  of  over  $80,000,000  in  the  total  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  there  was  an  increase  of  about  $10,000,000  in  the  total 
trade  with  the  L'nited  States.  Imports  from  the  United  States  last 
year  totaled  $440,8575540,  a  decrease  of  about  $500,000  as  compared 
with  1013.  Exports  to  the  United  States  totaled  $203,TG3,G30,  an 
increase  of  nearly  $10,500,000. 

Exports  to  Unitsd  States  from  Ottawa  Consular  District. 

There  v/as  an  increase  of  $1TG,535  in  the  value  of  the  articles  in- 
voiced at  tlie  American  consulate  general  at  Ottawa  for  the  United 
States  during  1014,  compared  with  1013,  but  a  decrease  of  $227,128 
in  the  exports  from  the  Arnprior  agency.  The  following  were  the 
principal  articles  invoiced  at  Ottawa  autl  Arnprior  for  tlie  United 
States  for  the  last  two  years: 
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Articles. 


FEOM   OTTAWA. 


Animals:  Cattle.. 

C<ohl  bullion 

Hides  and  skius: 

our 

Cattle 

l"ur,  raw 

Horse 

Sheep 

HouFehold  t;oods. 
Lumber : 

Dressed 

Rough 

Lath 

J'itkets 

Shingles  (cedar).. 

Meat 

Mica 

Outs 

Paper : 

Box  board . . . 

Print  ipg 

Pulpwood 

liailway  lies 


5111,281 


28, 

237, 

8, 

0, 


33,340 


1,<J05,589 


100, 
34, 


,21(; 
,392 


1,117, 
77, 
15, 


37H 
G03  j 


S4G, 572 
253,500 

16,312 
130,302 
0,071 
4,759 
15, €03 
47,000 

150, 425 
1,050,544 
79,727 
29, 1S4 
30,348 
27,803 
108,309 
19,240 

108,102 

l,232,rP9 

14,922 

2,707 
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FROM  OTTAWA— COntd. 

Enbher,  serac 

^\'cod  pulp,  ground 

■VX  col 

All  other  arlicles 


Total. 


FROM  ARNrmOE  AGEXCT. 


Corundum  ore 

Cream  separators. 

P'urs  raw 

Household  eiTecls 

Lambs 

La'h 

Lumber: 

Pine 

Spruce 

Pickets 

All  other  articles.. 


Total. 


1913 


$14,392 

35'\  585 

3, 123 

208,911 


4,650,801 


91,604 


7,745 

1,650 

14,5'0 

20,030 

765,657 
00,917 
71,240 
15,070 


1,055,097 


1914 


824,699 

529, 092 

71,102 

227, 585 


4,833,390 


40,822 
16,513 
9,427 
5,501 
32,719 
24,200 

051,299 
17,530 
23,913 
5,913 


827,909 


Revenues  and  Expenditures. 

A  statement  of  the  public  debt  and  tlie  revenue  and  e.xpenditure  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canadiv  for  flie  nine  months  of  the  fiscal  year  ended 
December,  1914,  i.ssued  by  the  finance  department  and  published  in 
tlie  Canada  Gazette,  shovv's  a  decline  of  nearly  $28,000,000  in  the  con- 
solidated revenne  for  the  period  covered.  The  total  to  the  end  of 
December,  1914,  was  $99,635,943,  as  compared  with  $127,571,762  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1913.  The  greatest  decline  was  under 
customs,  the  main  source  of  revenue,  but  decreases  are  apparent 
throughout  the  list,  with  the  exception  of  post-office  receipts,  which 
nicreased  slightly.  Customs  revenues  totaled  $56,839,937,  a  decrease 
of  over  $25,500,000.  Excise  receipts  amounted  to  $16,315,047,  a 
decrease  of  approxiinateh^  $850,000.  Postal  revenues  showed  an  in- 
crease of  $150,000.  Under  public  works,  including  railways,  the  re- 
ceipts were  $10,166,585,  a  decrease  of  nearly  $1,500,000.  Capital  ex- 
penditure, outside  of  railvvay  subsidies,  increased  about  $4,000,000 
in  the  nine  months,  standing  at  $29,342,347  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  outlay  on  railway  subsidies  showed  a  large  decrease  compared 
v\'ith  1913.  The  net  debt  at  the  end  of  December,  1914,  stood  at 
$370,744,164,  as  compared  with  $303,562,104  at  the  end  of  1913,  a 
ditfercnce  of  $73,182,060.  The  increase  in  debt  from  November  30, 
1914,  to  December  31,  1914,  was  $11,900,916. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  revenue  and  expenditure: 


Iteiiis. 

Total  to 

Dec.  31, 

1913. 

Total  to 
Dec.  31, 

1914. 

REVENUE  AND   EXPENDITURE  ON  CONSOLIDATED  FUND. 

Eevrnue: 

?S2.53S,294 

S56,S39,937 

]  :xcise 

Post  0  '  ee 

10,600.269 
9.025,0)0 
n.570,8:j7 

7.777.3^2 

16,315.047 
9,175,220 

Public  v.'ori  s,  including  railways  and  canals 

10,106.585 

7,139.154 

Total 

127.571.762 

99,035.943 

75.987.925 

85.051.613 

EXPENI'ITUnE  ON  CAPITAL  ACCOUNT,  ETC. 

25.273.072 

15.555.879 

29,342.347 

Kai'wav  subsidies                   

3.332.590 

Total  .                                                           

40,828.951 

32,674,937 
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Establishment  of  a  Gold  Depository. 

With  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  the  financial  and  banking 
situation  in  Great  Britain  and  Canada  became  seriously  disturbed, 
and  immediate  steps  were  taken  by  Canada  to  avert  panic  and  safe- 
guard gold  reserves.  Besides  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a 
moratorium,  the  issue  of  emergency  currency,  and  other  precaution- 
ary measures,  the  Bank  of  England  arranged  to  establish  in  Ottawa 
a  depository  where  gold  could  be  received  without  the  risk  of  ocean 
shipment,  the  minister  of  finance  in  Canada  acting  as  trustee  to  hold 
gold  for  account  of  the  Bank  of  England.  United  States  bankers 
desiring  to  pay  gold  to  London  forwarded  it  to  the  minister  of 
finance  at  Ottawa  for  account  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  in  this 
way  obviated  the  actual  shipment  of  gokl  across  the  Atlantic  to  make 
payments  in  London.  Exchange  rates  were  thus  eased,  and  United 
States  and  Canadian  exports,  vshich  went  forward  to  Europe  in  the 
fall,  lielped  to  restore  the  financial  balance. 

The  arrangement  under  whicli  the  minister  of  finance  was  author- 
ized to  receive  gold  in  trust  for  the  Banl^  of  England  was,  briefly,  as 
follows:  The  minimum  of  the  transaction  was  established  at  $20,000; 
shipments  to  be  made  in  kegs  or  boxes,  and  a  statement  that  the 
amount  was  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  Bank  of  England  to  accom- 
pany the  shipment,  which  Avns  to  be  addressed  to  the  minister  of 
finance  and  receiver  general  of  Canada,  at  Ottawa;  the  minister  to  be 
advised  also  to  whom  the  proceeds  were  to  be  paid  in  London.  On 
the  gold  being  received  and  checked  the  Bank  of  England  was  advised 
by  cable  of  the  amount  and  the  person  to  whom  the  proceeds  were 
payable  in  London.  The  rate  established  b}'  that  institution  for 
gold  was  77s.  Od.  ($18. 8G)  per  ounce  for  standard  fine  bars  and 
76s.  ^d.  ($18.50)  per  ounce  for  eagles.  If  sovereigns  were  accom- 
panied by  a  guaranty  from  the  person  shipping  same  that  they  were 
of  correct  standard  weight,  namely,  122.5  grains  for  sovereigns  and 
61.125  for  half  sovereigns,  the  banks  v,"ould  pay  out  a  like  amount  in 
pounds  in  London,  less  3  pence  per  ounce  to  cover  freight  and  insur- 
ance. It  vs^as  this  arrangement  that  largely  accounted  for  the  heavy 
increase  shown  in  imports  of  coin  and  bullion. 
Measures  Adopted  to  Safeguard  Financial  Situation. 

In  addition  to  this  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  England,  a  num- 
ber of  important  measures  were  taken  by  the  Canadian  Government 
to  safeguard  tlie  financial  situation.  These  measures  have  been  sum- 
marized by  the  Monetary  Times  annual  as  follows : 

(1)  The  Dominion  Government  stood  ready  to  issue  Dominion  notes  to  such 
fin  amount  as  was  necessary  against  securities  deposited  by  the  banks  and  ap- 
proved by  the  minister  of  finance. 

(2)  The  Government  authorized  the  chartered  banks  of  Canada  to  make  pay- 
ments in  bank  notes  instead  of  in  gold  or  Dominion  notes  until  further  official 
announcement  in  that  behalf. 

(3)  The  redomptiou  in  gold  of  Dominion  notes  was  suspended. 

(4)  The  Government  authorized  the  chartered  banks  of  Canada  to  issue  ex- 
cess circulation  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  1.5  ])er  cent  of  their  combined  un- 
impaired paid-up  capital  and  rest  or  reserve  fund  from  August  3  until  further 
official  announcement. 

(.5)   Legislation  was  obtained  to  declare  a  moratorium  if  necessary. 

(G)  The  power  of  issue  of  Dominion  notes  was  increased  by  providing  that 
the  finance  minister  should  hold  gold  to  the  amount  of  25  per  cent  of  the  Do- 
minion notes  issued  up  to  a  total  issue  of  $.50,000,000,  and  in  regard  to  Dominica 
notes  issued  in  excess  of  that  amount  gold  to  be  held  equal  to  such  excess. 
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(7)  A  war  appropriation  of  $50,000,000  was  voted  for  tlie  fiscal  year  tliat  will 
eiHl  on  March  31,  IDIS. 

(8)  Tariff  legislation  was  passed  involving  new  taxation  to  increase  revenue. 

The  effect  of  these  measures  was  to  stabilize  the  financial  situation, 
to  assist  materially  in  financing  the  operations  of  railwa3^s,  provin- 
cial governments,  municipalities,  and  corporations,  and  to  conserve 
the  Canadian  gold  supply  against  demands  from  foreign  sources. 
Difficulties  in  Financing  Projects. 

While  these  measures  had  a  marked  effect  in  steadying  the  financial 
situation  in  Canada,  the  country  was  in  the  position  of  being  sud- 
denly deprived  of  large  supplies  of  capital  that  had  been  supplied 
from  Great  Britain  for  several  years,  and  of  having  to  meet  lieavy 
fjums  for  interest  obligations  due  in  London,  which  heretofore  had 
been  largeh'  met  by  the  floating  of  ne"\v  loans.  Canadian  borrowers 
in  Great  Britain  are  chiefly  the  Dominion  Government,  provincial 
governments,  municipalities,  industrial  corporations,  and  loan  and 
mortgage  companies.  While  the  special  measures  taken  in -Canada 
to  increase  revenue,  and  the  emergency  measures  previously  men- 
tioned have  somewhat  relieved  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  pro- 
vincial governments  have  been  helped  by  the  sale  of  debentures  and 
bonds  in  Canada,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States,  municipali- 
ties and  industrial  corporations  have  experienced  some  dilliculty  in 
financmg  their  requirements,  and  are  looking  to  the  United  States  as 
a  market  for  some  of  their  securities. 

Although  a  large  amount  of  Great  Britain's  heavy  war  loans 
have  been  set  aside  for  advances  to  the  Dominion,  these  advances 
are  to  provide  funds  to  meet  naval  and  military  expenditures  and 
not  to  finance  development  undertakings.  The  recent  action,  also, 
of  the  British  Government  in  prohibiting  the  issue  of  public  loans 
outside  of  Great  Britain,  except  in  special  instances  to  cover  colonial 
needs  for  war  purposes,  will  prove  a  strong  factor  in  sending  Cana- 
dian borrowers  to  New  York  for  financial  assistance,  particularly  in 
the  case  of  bonds  and  debentures  of  municipalities  and  industrial  cor- 
porations. Unless  Canada  is  able  to  finnnce  these  various  undertak- 
ings successfully  its  power  as  a  purchaser  and  consumer  will  be 
materially  curtailed.  In  this  connection  a  statement  made  by  Sir 
Edmund  Walker,  president  of  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  that  institution,  is  pertinent  and  illuminating. 
"  W^e  can  not,"  said  Sir  Ednumd,  "  too  often  draw  the  attention  of 
the  United  States  to  the  fact  that  when  our  foreign  trade  is  analyzed 
the  net  debit  for  the  difference  between  our  sales  and  our  purchases 
is  payable  to  them  and  not  to  Europe.  If  the  war  prevents  London 
fi'om  buying  our  securities,  either  the  United  States  must  buy  them 
or  our  great  trade  v.'ith  that  country  must  fall  away." 
Clearing-House  Returns,  Bond  Sales,  etc. 

Banking  statistics  reflect  only  comparatively  slight  contractions, 
and  considering  the  conditions  that  prevailed  during  the  year  a 
favorable  condition  is  shown.  Clearing-house  returns  for  1914  were 
^:8,073,460,725,  as  compared  with  $9,-2G0,163,171,  a  decrease  of  $1,186,- 
702,446.  While  some  of  the  large  chartered  banks  showed  decreased 
profits,  in  most  instances  the  usual  dividends  were  paid,  and  reserves 
were  strengthened. 
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The  number  of  chartered  bank  branches  opened  during  lOH  was 
240,  as  compared  with  288  in  the  previous  year,  and  115  branch  banks 
closed,  as  compared  with  8G  in  1913. 

Four  Canadian  Provinces  passed  limited  moratorium  laws  last 
year  or  proposed  to  do  so,  namely,  Ontario,  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan, 
and  British  Cohmibia,  Tlie  Dominion  Government  obtained  the 
necessar}^  legislation  to  declare  such  a  law  if  necessary,  but  it  was  not 
put  into  effect. 

Canada's  municipal  bond  sales  during  1914,  according  to  figures 
compiled  bv  the  Monetary  Times,  totaled  $79,133,994,  as  compared 
with  $110,(;00,93G  in  1913.'  These  were  sold  as' follows  for  1914  and 
]913,  respectively:  Canada,  $34,483,359  and  $20,550,239;  Great 
Britain,  $32,347,435  and  $08,882,644;  and  United  States,  $12,303,200 
and  $21,108,053. 

Operations  of  Insurance  Companies. 

The  results  of  the  year's  operations  in  life  insurance  were  on  the 
whole  fair,  and  new  business  was  about  equal  to  that  of  1913.  Fire 
insurance  com])anies  also  h;jd  a  favorable  year.  A  fairlv  good 
record  was  also  shov/n  in  accident,  casualty,  and  miscellaneous  insur- 
ance, though  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Ontario  Avorkmen's  com- 
pensation act  on  January  1,  1915,  was  expected  to  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  companies  writing  employers'  liability  insurance  in  that 
Province,  and  a  number  of  companies  were  planning  to  secure  new 
business  in  other  directions. 

A  summary  of  life  insurance  transactions  in  Canada  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  December,  1913,  being  the  latest  statistics  available,  shov>'s 
that  preinirims  to  Canadian  companies  for  the  year  totaled  $24,- 
784,103;  British  and  colonial  companies,  $1,905,480;  and  United 
States  companies,  $11,951,557.  The  number  of  policies,  new  and 
taken  up,  by  Canadian  companies  was  100,907;  British  and  colonial 
companies,  4,448 ;  and  United  States  companies,  408,070.  The  amount 
of  these  policies  in  Canadian  companies  was  $131,493,582;  British 
and  colonial  companies,  $0,950,095;  and  United  States  companies, 
$93,164,209.  Claims  paid,  including  matured  endowments,  by  Cana- 
dian companies,  amounted  to  $7,640,225;  British  and  colonial  com- 
panies, $1,520,803 ;  and  United  States  companies,  $4,210,778. 

Fire  losses  in  Canada  in  1914  totaled  $24,321,012,  as  compared  with 
$20,346,018  in  1913.  The  greatest  fire  losses  were  suffered  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  with  Quebec  next  in  order.  Defective  and  over- 
heated stoves  and  furnaces  v\'ere  the  chief  causes  of  fires,  electrical 
defects  and  sparks  from  engines,  chimneys,  etc.,  being  the  next  in 
importance. 

A  summary  of  the  operations  of  the  provincial  hail  insurance 
commission  of  Saskatchevvan,  prepared  by  the  commissioners,  shov.'s 
that  the  season  of  1914  began  Avith  120  rural  municipalities  under 
the  Saskatchewan  hail  insurance  act,  as  compared  with  115  in  1913. 
The  amount  of  claims  paid  for  1913  losses  Avere  $753,555,  and  for 
1914  the  claims  totaled  $510,000.  The  commissioners  say  it  is  not 
yet  possible  to  compute  the  exact  amount  of  rcA'enue,  but  they  be- 
lieA'e  a  surplus  is  assured. 

Immigration  and  Eomestead  Entries. 

Coincident  Avith  the  general  depression,  immigration  to  Canada 
showed  a  marked  decline  as  compared  Avith  1913.     Figures  for  the 
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calendar  year  1914  show  the  total  immigration  to  Canada  as  108,623, 
compared  with  418,838  in  1013,  a  decrease  of  250,215,  or  nearly  60 
per  cent.  The  following  figures  j'epresent  the  total  immigration  to 
the  Dominion  bv  covmtries  during  1013  and  1014,  respectively :  From 
(Ireat  Britain,  156,984  and  40,83f;  United  States,  115,751  and  68,609; 
;ind  other  countries,  146,103  and  50,183. 

The  total  homestead  entries  during  1914  were  25,623,  as  compared 
with  31,490  in  1913.  The  following  were  the  homestead  entries  by 
Provinces  for  1913  and  1914,  respectively:  Manitoba,  2.998  and  4,252; 
Saskatchewan,  14,524  and  9.752;  Alberta,  12,122  and  10,772;  and 
British  Columbia,  1,855  and  847. 

Condition  of  Industries — Agriculture. 

In  Canada's  basic  industries — agriculture,  fishing,  lumbering,  and 
mining — the  year  was  a  varied  one.  Agriculture  and  fishing  showed 
fair  returns,  but  in  lumbering  and  mining  conditions  on  the  whole 
Vv'cre  dull.  Manufacturing  was  comparatively  inactive  throughout 
the  year;  railway  construction  was  not  up  to  the  mark  of  1913,  and 
transportation  also  showed  the  effects  of  the  depression.  There  was 
a  great  deal  of  unemployment  all  over  the  country  and  wages  were 
reduced  in  a  great  many  instances. 

Although  there  was  a  considerable  falling  otf  in  the  western  grain 
crop,  the  liigli  prices  realized  made  the  year  1914  almost  as  profitable 
for  western  farmers  as  1913.  Some  parts  of  southeastern  Alberta 
and  southwestern  Saskatchewan,  however,  suffered  severely  from 
drought,  and  crops  were  almost  a  complete  failure.  It  was  neces- 
sary for  the  Dominion  Government  to  provide  large  sums  of  money 
to  relieve  distress  in  affected  districts  and  to  purchase  seed  grain  for 
the  next  harvest  and  feed  for  stock.  Considerable  corn  was  im- 
ported from  the  United  States  for  feed,  it  being  found  in  some  dis- 
tricts that  it  was  cheaper  to  bring  in  Amei'ican  corn  than  to  pa}'  the 
high  prices  asked  for  Canadian  oats.  This  movement  was  accel- 
erated by  the  action  of  the  United  States  railwa3's  rimning  out  of 
Minneapolis  to  Canadian  points  in  reducing  freight  rates  on  feed. 

Farm  help  was  plentiful  at  low  wages,  owing  to  the  large  number 
of  unemployed  throughout  the  coimtry. 

General  crops  were  good,  root  crops  being  particularly  heavy. 
Frnits  also  were  a  good  crop,  with  the  exception  of  peaches,  which 
"were  a  total  failure  in  the  Niagara  district  and  light  in  other  parts. 
The  apple  crop  for  the  Dominion  was  a  heavy  one,  in  marked  con- 
trast to  that  of  the  previous  year.  Sales,  however,  for  a  time  were 
slow,  owing  to  the  cutting  oil  of  the  European  market.  The  bulk 
of  the  apple  crop,  however,  was  sold  for  domestic  consumption, 
largely  through  the  efforts  of  the  department  of  trade  and  com- 
merce in  conducting  a  vigorous  advertising  campaign  advising  the 
Canadian  public  to  buy  apples. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  western  crop  in  1915  will  be  at  least  10 
to  15  per  cent  larger  than  in  1914,  owing  to  increased  acreage  and 
better  methods  of  plowing  and  cultivation.  An  acti^-e  campaign 
urging  increased  production  has  been  inaugurated  by  Dominion 
and  provincial  oflicials. 
Area  and  Yield  of  Field  Crops. 

The  following  summary  of  the  yield  and  value  of  field  crops  in 
1914,  issued  by  the  census  and  statistics  office,  will  be  of  interest: 
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In  marked  contrast  to  1013,  tlie  season  proved  particularly  unfavorable  to 
the  growth  of  grain.  Persistent  drought  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
Northwest  Provinces  resulted  in  a  yield  per  acre  of  the  chief  cereals  lower 
than  in  any  season  since  1910,  and  lower  than  the  average  of  the  six  years 
ended  in  1013.  In  Ontario  and  Quebec,  though  the  grain  crops  sulTored  from 
a  dry  season,  the  conditions  were  not  so  unfavorable,  while  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces  a  favorable  season  resulted  in  good  returns. 

For  the  whole  of  Canada,  the  area  estimated  to  be  sown  to  field  crops  was 
35,102,175  acres,  as  compared  with  35.375,430  acres  in  1913;  but  owing  to  the 
drought  the  total  productive  area  in  1914  was  reduced  to  33,440.075  acres. 
Upon  this  area  the  total  production  of  grain  crops,  in  bushels,  was  as  follows 
for  1914  and  1913,  respectively:  Wheat.  161,280.000  and  231,717,000;  oats, 
313,078,000  and  404.669.000;  barley,  36.201.000  and  48,319,000;  rve,  2.016.800 
and  2.-300,000;  peas,  3.382.500  and  3,951.800;  beans.  797,500  and  793.300; 
buckwbeat.  8.626.000  and  8.372,000 :  mixed  grains,  16,382,.n00  and  15.792.000 ;  flax, 
7475,200  and  17,539,000;  and  corn  for  husking,  13,924,000  and  16,768,000  busliels. 

The  yields  per  acre  for  1914  and  1913,  respectively,  were  as  follows  in 
bushels:  Fall  wheat,  21.41  and  23.29;  spring  wheat,  15.87  and  20.81;  fall  wheat. 
15.67  and  21.04;  oats,  31.12  and  38.78;  barle.y,  24.21  and  29.96;  rye,  18.12  and 
19.28;  peas,  17.64  and  18.05;  beans,  18.20  and  17.19;  buckwheat,  24.34  and 
21.99;  mixed  grains,  35.30  and  33.33;  flax,  6.62  and  11.30;  and  corn  for  husking, 
54.39  and  60.30. 

Computed  at  average  local  market  prices  the  values  of  these  crops  in  1914 
were  as  follows:  Wheat,  8196,418,000;  oats,  $151,811,000;  barlev.  $21,.557.000; 
rye,  $1,079,300:  peas,  .$4,895,000;  beans.  $1,884,300;  buckwbeat.  $6.213  000; 
mixed  grains.  $10,759,400;  flax,  $7,368,000;  and  cora  for  husking,  $9,808,000. 
For  all  field  crops,  including  root  and  fodder  crops,  the  total  value  amounted 
to  $639,061,300,  as  compared  with  $552,771,500  in  1913,  the  increase  of  $86,289,800 
being  chiefly  due  to  the  enhancement  of  prices,  which  bas  thus  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced the  low  yields  of  gi-ain  caused  by  the  drought. 

In  the  three  Northwest  Provinces  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta 
the  production  of  wheat  in  1914  is  placed  at  140.958.000  bushels,  compared  with 
209,262,000  bushels  in  1913;  oats,  1.50.843.000  bushels  compared  with  242,413.000 
bushels,  and  barley,  19.535,000  bushels  compared  with  31.060,000  bushels.  The 
wheat  production  of  1914  in  Manitoba  was  3S,005.(X)0  bushels,  from  2,616,000 
acres;  in  Saskatchewan.  73.494,000  bushels,  from  5,348,300  acres;  and  in 
Alberta,  28.859,000  bushels,  from  1,371,100  acres. 

The  Fishing  Industry. 

While  fishery  statistics  are  not  yet  available  for  the  year,  it  may 
be  said  that  conditions  in  this  industry  throughout  the  year  com- 
pared fairly  well  with  those  of  1913.  The  war  in  Europe  had  an 
injurious  effect  on  the  exportation  of  dried  fish  and  of  canned  lob- 
sters, and  there  was  an  agitation  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  to  have 
the  year  1915  made  a  clcsed  one  for  fishing  and  packing  lobsters. 
Fishermen,  hov-ever,  were  not  in  accord  with  the  views  of  a  number 
of  packers,  and  no  governmental  action  w^as  taken. 

The  salmon  pack  in  British  Columbia  showed  a  decline  of  over 
200,000  cases  compared  with  1913,  due  to  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
fish  taken  on  the  Fraser  River.  The  number  of  fish  taken  in  north- 
ern waters  showed  an  increase  in  all  districts.  The  following  table 
gives  the  pack  in  the  different  districts : 


Districts. 

1913 

1914 

Fraser  R  i vor -. 

Crises. 
7.32.0.59 
161.05.5 
68.09fi 
5:^.42.3 
336, 2('S 

3?.S.S9i 

SI '  een  a  Kiver 

237.634 

Kaas  River 

94.890 

River  Inlet 

109.053 

Outlving - 

341.073 

Total 

1,3.53,901 

1,111.039 
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An  interesting  feature  of  the  fishing  industry  in  British  Columbia 
was  the  impetus  given  to  halibut  fishing  through  the  establishment  by 
the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Eailwa}'  of  a  fast  refrigerator  freight  service 
between  Prince  Eupert  and  eastern  points,  by  which  fresh  and 
frozen  halibut  were  delivered  in  Boston  and  New.  York  markets  five 
or  six  days  after  being  taken  in  British  Columbia  waters. 

Whale  fishing  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  also  showed 
considerable  improvement  over  operations  in  1013. 
Decreased  Production  of  Lumber  for  Last  Year. 

Lumbering  showed  only  a  fair  year,  and  in  some  parts  was  dull. 
The  decline  in  building  operations,  which  was  general  throughout 
the  country,  and  particularly  noticeable  in  the  Western  Provinces, 
had  an  adverse  effect  on  markets.  The  war  also  was  a  large  factor 
in  this  connection.  Wages  in  the  woods  were  low  as  compared  Avith 
other  years,  and  the  nimiber  of  men  engaged  in  logging  operations 
was  considerably  below  that  of  1913.  Conditions  in  British  Colum- 
bia were  particularly  dull,  though  the  logging  industry  received 
some  stimulation  by  reason  of  the  provincial  government  suspend- 
ing export  duties  on  logs,  which  resulted  in  considerable  shipments 
to  the  United  States. 

Statistics  of  forestry  products  are  not  available  at  present,  but  it 
is  estimated  by  the  Monetary  Times  that  the  total  value  of  the  pro- 
duction of  lumber  in  1914  was  $170,500,000.     The  yield  in   1913 
amounted  to  $177,120,000. 
Conditions  in  the   Coal-Mining   Industry. 

Coal  mining  during  the  year  was  not  as  active  as  during  1913. 
Operations  in  Nova  Scotia,  while  not  up  to  the  figures  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  were  fairly  active,  but  there  was  a  marked  quiet  in  the 
mines  of  southern  Alberta  and  British  Columbia.  The  lack  of  de- 
mand by  large  manufacturing  establishments  and  by  railwa3's  and 
steamships,  due  to  the  general  depression,  which  became  more 
heavily  accentuated  at  the  outbreak  of  war  and  continued  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  had  an  adverse  effect  on  coal  mining;  and  while  the 
statistics  are  not  yet  available,  it  is  estimated  that  they  will  show  a 
considerable  decline  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  1913.  One 
factor  in  the  decreased  production  for  the  ,year  will  no  doubt  be  the 
closing  in  July  last  of  the  large  coal  mines  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Co.  at  liosmer,  British  Columbia.  A  great  deal  of  money 
had  been  spent  and  much  development  work  done  on  these  mines. 
It  was  found,  however,  that  results  were  not  satisfactory  and  that 
the  mines  were  being  worked  at  a  loss.  The  value  of  the  plant  in 
1913  was  estimated  at  $1,000,000. 

The  strike  of  coal  miners  on  Vancouver  Island,  whicli  commenced 
in  September,  1912,  was  ended  during  1914.  The  United  Inline 
Workers'  organization  discontinued  the  pajanent  of  strike  benefits, 
after  having  paid  out  $1,500,000,  and  this  fact,  together  Avith  the 
outbreak  of  war  and  the  large  numbers  of  unemployed  throughout 
the  country,  resulted  in  an  arrangement  by  which  former  emplo3'ees 
w^ere  to  be  taken  on  as  opportunity  ofl'ered. 
Other  Mining  Operations. 

Metal  mining  also  felt  the  prevailing  dullness.  While  the  situation 
in  Cobalt  and  Porcupine  showed  comparatively  little  change  from 
noi-mal,  silver  and  copper  mines  in  British  Columbia  felt  the  effects 
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of  the  war  severely,  and  many  were  closed  down.  The  Eossland 
mines,  which  produce  ore  predominating  in  gold,  were  fairly  well 
engaged  and  the  Trail  smelter  carried  on  operations  about  as  usual. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  tlie  (Tranby  Consolidated  Mining  &  Power  Co., 
which  closed  down  in  August,  reopened  its  mines  at  Plioenix  and 
smelter  at  Grand  Forks,  though  not  to  full  capacity,  and  employed  a 
number  of  men.  The  men  agreed  to  a  25  per  cent  reduction  in  wages 
imtil  an  improvement  in  the  price  of  copper  warranted  an  increase 
in  wages. 

No  statistics  are  yet  available,  but  the  indications  are  that  asbestos 
mining  in  Quebec  for  1014  Avill  show  a  decline,  while  gold  and  nickel 
mines  in  Ontario  will  probably  show  increased  outputs.  The  yieki 
of  silver,  copper,  and  lead  is  expected  to  show  declines;  the  produc- 
tion of  gold  is  expected  to  be  about  the  same  as  in  1913.  The  output 
of  clay  products  and  building  stone  will  sliow  a  decline  in  1911, 
owing  to  the  dullness  in  building  operations. 

In  some  statistics  presented  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Koyal 
Bank  of  Canada,  it  was  estimated  that  the  mineral  output  in  British 
Columbia  v/ould  be  80  per  cent  of  the  previous  year's,  or  about 
$25,000,000  in  value,  against  $^0,000,000  in  1913. 

■Unsatisfactory  Condition  of  the  St8el  Indastry. 

Manufacturing  throughout  the  Dominion  was  comparatively  quiet. 
The  general  trade  depression  had  its  effect,  and  this  was  made  Vvorse 
by  the  war.  The  steel  industry  was  greatly  affected;  railroad  com- 
panies, as  well  as  manufacturing  and  other  corporations,  ceased  to 
give  orders.  Ocean  shipments  were  seriously  hampered.  The  blast- 
furnace and  open-hearth  departments  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  & 
Coal  Co.  at  Sydne^^  mines  closed  in  August  following  the  outbreak 
of  war.  Operations  in  the  iron  mines  at  Wabana,  Newfoundland, 
were  also  su.spended,  and  the  mills  and  forges  at  New  Glasgow, 
Nova  Scotia,  were  working  only  a  few  days  a  week.  The  Dominion 
Steel  Corporation,  of  Sydney,  Nova  Scotia,  vv'as  similarly  affected. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  appeared  to  be  developing 
a  demand  from  foreign  markets  for  iron  and  steel  goods,  which  was 
expected  to  stimulate  the  activity  of  Canadian  companies.  Orders 
for  various  articles  for  military  purposes  were  being  received  in  the 
closing  months  of  the  year. 

The  plant  of  the  Algoma  Steel  Corporation  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
Ontario,  was  in  full  operation  until  the  end  of  Angu.st,  since  which 
time  it  has  operated  at  half  capacity.  This  company,  in  view  of  the 
possible  lack  of  rail  orders  in  1915,  was  considering  going  into  struc- 
tural products. 
Ploiir  and  Paper  Mills,  Textile  and  Shoe  Pactories,  etc. — Electrical  Supply. 

Manufacturing  in  general  showed  some  improvement  fit  the  close 
of  the  year,  though  this  was  noticeable  for  the  most  part  in  establish- 
ments executing  war  orders.  Flour  mills,  textile  factories,  establish- 
ments engaged  in  the  preparation  of  foodstuff's,  leather  and  clothing 
factories,  pulp  and  paper  mills,  and  shoe  factories  were  busy. 

Some  interesting  statements  were  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  elec- 
trical section  of  the  Canadian  Society  of  Engineers,  recently  held  in 
Toronto.  It  was  stated  that  not  only  is  more  power  per  head  de- 
veloped in  Canada  than  in  any  European  country,  but  that  Canada 
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leads  the  United  States  three  times  over  in  this  development.  The 
electrical  power  developed  in  Canada  amounted  to  1  horsepower  per 
year  for  each  8  people,  as  against  1  per  24  in  the  United  States  and 
1  per  100  for  Europe.  Canada,  it  was  stated,  was  known  to  have  no 
less  than  17,764,000  electrical  horsepovver  available  by  water  power, 
and  of  this  amount  only  8.2  per  cent  was  as  yet  utilized. 

Decreased  Railroad  Mileage  Constructed. 

Eailroad  construction  work  was  less  in  1914  than  in  the  previous 
year,  owing  in  great  part  to  the  practical  completion  of  the  Na- 
tional Transcontinental  Eailway  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Rail- 
way main  line  from  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  to  Prince  Rupert, 
British  Columbia.  The  closing  of  money  markets  for  some  time 
after  the  outbreak  of  war  also  had  an  efl'ect  in  stopping  construction 
work  on  a  number  of  provincial  and  branch  lines;  and  while  some 
of  this  work  was  proceeded  with  later  when  financial  matters  were 
adjusted,  the  year  1914  showed  a  falling  off  in  this  department. 

According  to  figures  prepared  by  the  Canadian  Railway  and 
Marine  World,  the  total  new  single  track  laid  during  1914,  so  far  as 
could  be  ascertained  and  estimated,  amounted  to  2,088.09  miles,  less 
by  1,180.46  miles  than  the  revised  figures  of  total  mileage  of  track 
laid  in  1913,  and  less  by  141.38  miles  tlian  the  corrected  figures  of 
track  laid  in  1912.  The  difference,  it  is  stated,  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  the  National  Transcontinental  Railway  and  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Railway  main  line  from  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  to 
Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia,  3,552  miles,  have  been  completed, 
and  that  the  only  big  trunk-line  construction  in  progress  was  the 
Canadian  Northern  Railwa}^,  which  v>\as  also  practically  completed 
across  the  continent.  The  construction  of  branch  lines  by  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway,  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway,  and  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  maintained  the  average  of  recent 
years.  Outside  of  these  roads  the  most  important  lines  under  con- 
struction were  those  undertaken  largely  on  the  initiative  of  the 
British  Columbia  and  Alberta  governments,  Avhicli  are  to  be  operated 
under  agreements  w^ith  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway.  These  are 
the  Pacific  Great  Eastern  Railway,  from  Vancouver  to  the  British 
Columbia-Alberta  boundary;  the  Edmonton,  Dunvegan,  &  British 
Columbia  Railway,  from  Edmonton  to  a  junction  with  the  last- 
named  railway;  the  Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway;  and  the 
Central  Canada  Railway.  On  the  first  three  of  these  railways  351 
miles  of  track  were  laid  in  1914,  and  30  miles  of  grading  ready  for 
track  laying  on  the  Central  Canada  Railway. 

Electric  raihvay  track  laid  during  1914  wa's  approximatehT^  30.73 
miles,  compared  with  104  miles  in  1913. 

Decline  in  Canal,  Eailroad,  and  Ocean  Traffic. 

Transportation  lines  also  felt  the  effect  of  the  general  depression 
and  of  the  war.  The  falling  off  in  building  operations  affected  ship- 
ments of  material  for  building  purposes,  and  the  slackness  in  manu- 
facturing had  its  effect  in  reducing  shipments  of  coal  and  of  raw 
and  finished  material.  Lake  and  canal  traffic  was  fair.  Ocean 
transportation  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  practically  ceased  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic,  and  many  vessels  were  tied  up  for  some 
time  in  river  and  ocean  ports.     The  large  decrease  in  immigration 
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during  the  year  also  interfered  with  the  business  of  steamship 
companies. 

Railway  and  transportation  statistics  are  not  yet  fnllj'  available, 
but  it  is  estimated  that  the  earnings  of  railways  will  show  a  decrease 
of  approximately  5  per  cent  as  compared  with  those  of  the  previous 
year. 

Statistics  of  traffic  through  the  canals  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  for  1914 

show  the  total  amount  of  freight  locked  through  was  55,309.034  tons 

in  18,717  vessels.     Although  twice  as  many  vessels  passed  through 

the  American  side,  the  amount  of  tonnage  through  the  Canadian  lock 

and  the  American  locks  was  about  the  same,  27,771,407  being  carried 

through  the  latter  and  27,598,467  through  the  Canadian  route.     Less 

coal  was  shipped  west  than  in  1913.     The  shii^ments  of  iron  ore  and 

grain  also  showed  decreases. 

« 
The  Labor  Situation. 

Labor  was  not  well  employed  in  Canada  during  1914,  and  the  close 
of  the  year  witnessed  a  large  number  of  workingmen  out  of  work. 
This  was  particularly  noticeable  in  unskilled  occupations,  but  in 
skilled  trades  as  well,  particularly  in  building  trades,  a  great  many 
had  no  work.  A  certain  amount  of  unemployment  in  the  building 
ti-ades  is  usual  in  the  fall  of  the  year  and  in  winter,  when  building 
operations  largely  come  to  a  close,  but  lack  of  employment  was  no- 
ticeable in  these  trades  even  at  the  height  of  the  usual  building  sea- 
sons, particularly  in  the  west. 

Wliile  unemployment  existed  to  a  large  extent  in  the  spring  and 
summer,  it  was  not  until  the  closing  months  of  the  year  that  any 
considerable  reductions  were  made  in  wages.  The  tendency  up  to 
that  time  was  rather  to  reduce  staffs  and  cut  down  working  hours, 
v>hich,  while  it  meant  decreased  earnings,  did  not  actually  interfere 
Avith  established  wage  rates.  In  the  hist  few  months  of  the  year, 
however,  wages  were  cut.  During  the  first  9  months  of  the  year  46 
changes  in  rates  of  wages  were  reported  to  the  department  of  hibor, 
as  compared  with  173  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1913.  Of  these 
4G  changes,  39  were  increases  and  affected  approximately  12,000  em- 
ployees, the  greater  number  of  whom  were  employed  in  transport 
lines.  There  were  four  decreases  reported,  affecting  approximately 
2.000  employees,  chiefly  electrical  and  steel  workers.  The  last  <|uar- 
ter  of  the  year,  however,  showed  a  great  number  of  decreases.  Un- 
skilled labor,  particularly,  suffered  reductions  practically  all  over 
the  country.  Civic  employees  also  in  many  instances  had  salaries 
and  wages  reduced.  Several  hundred  employees  of  metal  mines  and 
smelters  agreed  to  a  25  per  cent  reduction  in  wages  to  enable  the 
resumption  of  mining  and  smelting  operations.  Tiie  wages  of  several 
hundred  workers  in  coal  mines  on  Vancouver  Island  were  also  re- 
duced. 

The  year  1914  closed  with  a  distinctly  unfavorable  situation  so  far 
as  labor  was  concerned.  The  number  of  unemployed  reached  large 
proportions,  estimated  by  some  to  be  at  least  100,000,  and  b}'-  others 
double  that  number.  The  question  of  dealing  with  unemployment 
and  distress  caused  provincial  and  municipal  authorities  much  con- 
cern. In  the  Western  Provinces  provincial  governments  granted 
large  sums  of  money  to  various  municipaliti,es  to  assist  in  relieving 
distress  and  in  furnishing  work  for  the  unemployed.    In  Ontario  a 
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commission  was  appointed  to  look  into  the  situation  and  to  suggest 
means  for  its  alleviation. 

Trade  Disputes — Cost  of  Living. 

One  gratifying  feature  of  the  industrial  year  in  Canada  was  the 
comparatively  few  trade  disputes  reported.  There  were,  according 
to  the  record  of  the  department  of  labor,  but  44  strikes  during  the 
year,  the  lowest  number  recorded  since  tiie  department  was  organized 
in  1901,  and  less  by  GO  than  in  1913. 

The  cost  of  living  was  somewhat  higher  in  1914  than  in  1913,  the 
average  level  of  prices,  according  to  statistics  of  the  department  of 
labor,  being  slightly  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  largely  as  the 
result  of  the  disturbance  of  trade  by  the  war.  The  prices  of  food- 
stuffs rose  sharply  for  a  time,  but  later  became  .steadier.  Rentals  re- 
mained stationary  in  some  instances;  in  others  there  was  a  downward 
tendency. 
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